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P.O. Box 19001 
Green Bay, WI 54307-9001 
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January 21, 2011       
 

FERC Project No. 10855 
 
 
Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  
888 First Street NE 
Washington, DC 20426 
 

Dear Secretary Bose: 
 

Dead River Hydroelectric Project No. 10855 Wildlife Management Plan Article 411 
  
As per the February 17, 2005 Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) order modifying and 
approving the Dead River Hydroelectric Project Wildlife Management Plan, UPPCO is submitting 
an update on the Wildlife Management Plan and Bald Eagle Management results.  In addition, 
UPPCO is providing the results of the three years of wildlife success surveys. 
 

Wildlife Management Plan 
 

The Wildlife Management Plan was discussed during the annual resource agency meetings held 
on February 12, 2009 and March 24, 2010.  During the 2009 resource agency meeting the 
distribution of the wildlife structures to adjacent property owners and information on nesting 
success was discussed.  During the 2010 resource agency meeting, UPPCO discussed their intent 
to provide information to justify the discontinuing of maintenance on certain species nesting 
structures as outlined in the Wildlife Management Plan. 
 

UPPCO has been providing postcards and letters to the Dead River Campers Association (DRCA) 
and the McClure Basin Owners Association (MBOA) containing information on proper 
maintenance of wood duck and owl nesting boxes and how to provide success information to 
UPPCO.  The letters and postcards were provided to the DRCA on April 18, 2009 and April 17, 
2010 and to the MBOA on November 18, 2009 and March 13, 2010. 
 

On November 18, 2009 UPPCO provided watershed improvement brochures specifically created 
for the MBOA and Dead River Campers, Inc (DRCI), respectively.  The brochures included 
information on existing wildlife habitat improvements on the reservoirs, information on the 
proper installation of nesting boxes and the importance of maintaining woody debris on the 
lakeshore.  Per a request by the DRCA, UPPCO provided 300 additional brochures to the DRCA to 
be distributed to their members during their annual spring celebration. 
 

UPPCO completed annual wildlife structure success surveys and maintenance activities at the 
Dead River Hydroelectric Project.  No wildlife nesting activity was observed from the various 
structures at the Hoist or Silver Lake reservoir.  For the second straight year, UPPCO did not 
have bluebird or kestrel nesting boxes installed at the McClure reservoir.  These structures were 
intentionally removed in 2009 in order to accommodate the expansion of the McClure penstock 
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corridor.   The project is near completion, and the bluebird and kestrel nesting boxes will be re-
installed in 2011. 
 

Bald Eagle Management 
 

A survey for Bald Eagle nests within the Dead River Project was completed in conjunction with 
the invasive species surveys in 2010.  A survey of all three reservoirs was conducted August 4th 
through August 5th, 2010.  One bald eagle nest was again observed at the Hoist Reservoir.  
Additionally, information provided by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) on December 12, 
2010 confirmed that the nest located at the Hoist Reservoir was active in 2010, producing 2 
eaglets.    
 

On April 13, 2010, UPPCO provided information concerning the bald eagle nest location and the 
FWS National Bald Eagle Management guidelines to the property owner (DRCI).  On August 4, 
2010, UPPCO representatives met with the DRCI.   The bald eagle nest location was discussed 
and UPPCO asked if additional information would be needed concerning the nest or questions 
the DRCI may have concerning management.  DRCI indicated that the information provided was 
sufficient and UPPCO would be contacted if questions arise.  A copy of the letter provided to 
DRCI is included as Appendix A. 
 

Three-Year Survey Results 
  

The initial wildlife nest structure surveys were completed either in 2007 or 2008, depending on 
when the structures were to be installed per the structure installation schedule.  Since that 
time, the nesting structure success has remained extremely low, with less than 10% success 
observed for every target species.  A breakdown of the survey results is provided as follows: 
 

Owl Nesting Boxes 
 

Owl nesting boxes located at Silver Lake have been surveyed since 2008.  In three years of 
surveying, no owl species have been observed using the nesting structures.   No activity was 
reported from the owl nesting structures in 2008 and 2010.  In 2009, leaves associated with 
squirrel nests were observed in one structure.  Squirrel is not a target species.  After three years 
of surveying, no successful owl nesting box was observed.  The total success for each year of 
surveying is less than 10%. 
 

Bat House 
 

A total of three bat houses are located at the project, one bat house at each reservoir.   Bat 
house surveys started in 2007 for the McClure Reservoir and in 2008 for Hoist and Silver Lake.  
In each of the surveys, no bat activity was reported.  After three years of surveying, no 
successful bat house was observed.  The total success for each year of surveying is less than 
10%. 
 

Purple Martin House 
 

One purple martin house is located at the Hoist reservoir.  Surveying of the purple martin house 
started in 2008.  No activity has been observed in three years of surveys.  The total success for 
each year of surveying is less than 10%. 
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Kestrel and Bluebird Nesting Boxes 
 

Kestrel and bluebird nesting boxes have been surveyed annually at the Hoist and Silver Lake 
reservoirs since 2007.  However, in 2009 kestrel nesting boxes were removed to accommodate 
the expansion of the McClure Penstock corridor.  UPPCO will continue to monitor these wildlife 
nest structures until three years of surveys have been conducted.   
 

Remaining Wildlife Nesting Structures 
 

Success surveys were also completed for the wood duck nesting boxes located at the Silver Lake 
reservoir and mallard nesting cones and loon nesting platforms at both the Silver Lake and Hoist 
reservoirs beginning in 2007.  None of the surveys revealed successful nesting by the target 
species.   
 

Conclusion 
 

Per the order modifying and approving Wildlife Management Plan, UPPCO is discontinuing the 
maintenance of nesting structures for owl nesting box, bat house and purple martin houses.  
The kestrel nesting boxes and bluebird nesting boxes will be surveyed until at total of three 
surveys has been conducted. 
 

A summary of the wildlife nesting structure surveys is provided as Appendix B.  The annual 
survey results from 2007 through 2010 are also included.  It should be noted that in the annual 
survey results, any reference to old nest, leaves and debris refers to squirrel use and not to a 
target wildlife species. 
 

Appendix C includes documentation of consultation with the Resource Agencies.  No comments 
were received from the resource agencies. 
 

Should you have any questions relative to this material, please do not hesitate to contact 
 Jamie Nuthals at (920) 433-1460. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Terry P. Jensky 
Vice President - Energy Supply Operations  
for Wisconsin Public Service 
 

Enc. 
 

cc:  Mr. Gil Snyder, WPS - D2   Mr. Howard Giesler, WPS - PUL 
        Mr. Bob Meyers, UPPCO - UISC   Mr. Virgil Schlorke. UPPCO - UISC 
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BALD EAGLE INFORMATION LETTER TO DRCI 
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APPENDIX B 
 

WILDLIFE STRUCTURE SURVEY SUMMARY (2007-2010) 
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APPENDIX C 
 

DOCUMENTATION OF CONSULTATION 
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