R Allen Good Interview

October 10, 1979

Houghton, Michigan

Good: I knew Allen Chase before I went to Northern. I
attended Hancock High School for the 12th arade year

in 1925-'26 and knew that he had enlarged thelr library

by adding very essential material for additional reading

in American history.

Magnaghi: Tell us about your background.

G: Born 'in St. Johns, Michigan and went te Alberta, Canada
in 1910 at the age of six. Reached Alberts Canada and home-
steaded there 60/miles from the railroad. Spent 15 years in
western €anada and in 1925 I returned t£6 the US and spent the
year in high school in Hancﬁﬁk in the 12th agrade. I had
already completed junior'matriculation inm Canada and had taught
three years in a rural school there.

M: Did you know Chase?

Gt Only by hls reputation. He had left his tracks there.

He was remembéred as a top notch teacher and a2 well informed
individual. I suppose that about ﬁévers.it. Also he had
left ‘a large selection in the library for American history.
That was the item that caught my eve particularly. It probably
eventually turned me Into a history kteacher &5 a result of
that.

M: When did you attend Northern?

G: 1926-1'30. There was a gap in there of a year but it
ameunted tc three years of college work.

M: Can you describe the physical plant of NMU?

G: A single long bullding of two small wings connected with



a main central wing. That was all that Northern consisted
of. The ane end was devoted entirely to history classes.
That was the Longyear Hall, Chase had his office there.

I can recall particularly an excellent colored copy of
Gainsborough's Blue Boy at the head of the stairs that I

used to view as I left Chase's office. It made quite an
impression on me. His office was on the second floor and
his classrooms were also located there.

M: Can you describe the man?

G: Large frame, huge head. His head was entirely remark-
able because obviously he had trained his memory to retain
facts. Ik was very uwseful to him in his teaching because he
had to depend on his memery when he conducted the class.

M: Was he blind at this time?

G: He had pipeline vision as it was commonly classed. The
iris does not contract on exposure to light, and therefore he
had o be protected against bright sunlight. He had to wear
hesvy glasses. He could weer lightly smoked classes in very
reduced daylights

Mz This: was his condition when you knew him?

G: Yes. At the time; he was being a conspicuous member of
the faculty. Students were always passing stories about

fims One of them was a popular tale of his colliding with
the statuary that littered the hall of Northern at that date.
They were copies of Greek statues. Every student had a tale of
having seen him bump into one of the statues and carefully

ask thelr pardon before proceeding down the hall. He was a

RN



qentleman first of all. I might add in the same context,
‘students were furnished for ‘a year's history course of American
history with a rather dﬁmplete'aytline of out outside readings.
They were requireﬁ'r considerable guantity of ourside reading
and to answer the guestions in this outline. They wers
expected to compile tlilg themselves &z the individual work.

Of course there was a good deal of borrowing between students.
A case of those who were able and those who were not. Chase
had the trick of a 1ittle bit of light from the back windows
that would allow him to see what was going on within the room
when he waes conducting an examination. The writkten exam

would be written on the blackboardl, He woeyld proceed with

the exam, and if the problem arose, he was perfectly capable
of saying, " Will the students in the backhand row, with

their heads bowed in prayer, please close théir notebooks,"

M: Could he actually see these people, or was he just kaking
a gquess?

G: He could see enough. He had erough vision to record
grades. His records of grades were made on paper slips,

and would be totaled at kthe ‘end of the term by the assishtank
who would read off the grades and Chase would zelect the
dominant grade as the indication of the term's work, along
with the results of the final exam.

M: Do you remember the type of exams that he gave?

Gt Yes. Very pointed questions were asked. If you did rot
know the specific guestion he had asked for, write around it,
You still got some credit for knowinag the ares.

M: Were they essay exams?

-

G: Yes. Essay questions. Blue books. These were read by



In the case of good students, he'd only =select a few questions

the assistants, but not necessarily all the questions.

to be read, He had already made up his mind of the probable
grade of the student. The final exam was simply & gulde as

to whether he was right or not in his impression.

M: What courses did you have from him?

G: Two units of American history. There were three units in
it, T missed one of those., A course in constitutional history,
"Phe Civil War," which was a pro semlinar that he taught. That
required an énormous amount af reading to obtain the answers
to specific questions that he asked thé students to look for.
We were asked to find out the attitudes of all the comment-
ators upon tHe Civil War, prior to the outbreak of the conflict
in the 20-30 years preceeding it. Group them first, so0 that
we'd have all the groups represented in our reading, and

read at least 200 pages per week. The minimum was usually
well exceeded because we were usually good students in history;
the ones that were Ekaking that course.

M: Bid you have discussiaons, then?

G: Recitations. The so called recitation method was used in
every course in Morthern. It was required by the president

at bthat time, That's qguestion and smswer. In the case of
Chese, printed questions were available with the outside
reading. He carefully heard the reports on outside reading

by asking the studants to tell him sbout it and then kell

them, "Smith didn't say anything like that, but if you look

in McLaughlin, vel. 2, page 75, you'll find that." I found
out his trick of page and volume by reading to him. I was

his paid reader for one year. That experience gave me &
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‘background of information. He would skop me, ask on what
page a statement occurred, ask me to re-read the statement.
That was all the information he needed., Two weeks later in
class, he would pop up with just such = statement as that.

M: You'd say he had a photographic memory?

Gi That éight.

M: What years were you a reader?

‘G 1927='281,

M: What were they payina at that timeZ

G: T think it was 40¢ an hour. I was & state paid reader
for assistance. I don't know what the ones that he engaged
individually recieved,

M: So the state paid for his readers?

G: No, one reader. I was the official assistant. I had
just a slightly superior rank.

M: Then you were pald by the state, and how often did you
have to read to him?

G: Every day for one hour. Also that would ipclude the
reading of the final exams and any other written work that

he chosa to submit.

M: What type of work did the other readers do for him?

G: I could judye by the point where he would start me reading
the items that he was following through Justin Smith's' two
volume hiskory of the war with Mexico at that time. To avoid
getting bored with the material and to get a wariety in his
readinas, he would have several books carried on at the same
time. by the readers. Therefore, I sometimes read other books

as well. Beard's Amerlcan Clvillzation was one we were




readlng also, but that was as a textbook.
M: As 3 state paid reader, did you only read his textbook

and class material, or did you read the New York Times and

some of the newspapers?

G: Yes, we regularly read newspapers. The Hew York Times

was one that got & very thorough reading. That was done by
reading the headlines. He would declde whether he wanted
anything from that ﬁeadline'ﬁr not, and how much would be
determined by listening to the report on that, and when he

had had enough of the storv, he indicated that was the end

of that.

M: Do you remember how many readers he had altogether?

G: I was one of three at the time, a&s I understood.

Mi Did he ever give you his personal feeling about needing
readers? Dld he ever mention his blindness and how this was
affecting his teaching?

G: No, not a word,:

M: Itve heard that he was an extremely indenendant individual
in terms of getting around and in work. Would you agree?

G: He worked in the garden every day, and frequently meptioned
that fact In class, getting exercise and the pleasure out-
doors and so forth.

M:. What type of aarden?

G: 1 don't know.

M: Do you have any other anecdotes about him, the folk-

lore of Chase?



G: No, but he was certainly ore of the conspicuous members
of the faculty. I regarded the four good teé:hgrs to whom
I was ﬂKﬁQSed at Neorthern as Chase, Dr. Lowed in biology,
LautnEr;ﬂ;ad been & German teacher, and had had te swltch
from that to economics and sociology, and the head of the
geography department. 1 don't remember his name. He was
a Wisconsin man who wrote his ﬂi%ﬁrtatinn on the Negaunee
area.

M: How did the students look upon Chase as an instructor?
G: The average or below average student feared him. Good
students enjoyed him.

M: Could you tell about your career after you left Noérthern

in 19307

G: In 1931, 1 began teaching at Painsdale High School. It's

-

now the Jeffers High School. Then it was a location: name,

énd under Fred Jeffers, I taught five years there, and

went back to Northern Michigan to complete my masters degree
and begin my doctorate work. ﬂeturneﬂttn'ﬁnrtaqe township,
that is Houghton, teaching high school here for five years.
Went to Detrnit for ‘@ year of defense work. Got an oppor-
tunity to became the "superintendernt", so called, at Winnona,
Michigan, which 15 a emelil mining community. Had the 12
grades and three teachers. My wife and I began teaching there
and covered all the grades from the forth grade on up. We
taught everything whether we could teach it or not. Ny wife
taught the typewriting, for example. 3She could type a little,

Eng of side One.



M: You returned to the copper country to teach? 0Did you

ever recieve your doctorate?

G: No, I went from Michigan Tﬁeh., they urged me to complete
the doctorate. T went to University of Michigan for a year,
and did not succeed in completing it at that timé, and had to
return for financial reasons.

M: What subject were you studying?

G: History.

M:  So your teaching career was centered around teaching history,
with this little foray ipto the art world. When did vou retire
from teaching?

G: 1589,

M: Where did you last teach?

G1 Michigan Tech.

M: Do you have any other comments about Chase?

G: T recall guite distinctly the rakther sharp letter that he
wrote in reply to his a;nintmﬁnt to the Michigan Historical
Commission in the spring of 1928, ( I could be a year off )
thanking the Governor for the appointment, and wondering
whethei;ﬁﬁig was just a token appolntment, or whether they
a:tuall?vﬁiﬂ some work.

M: This was his feeling toward the History Commission.

G: That's right.

M: ©Did you ever see that vi;w change or improve over the vears?
G: He accepted a reappoirtment is all I can say about it.

M: Do you remember any of his activity on the commission?

G: I was not at the level where I was getting the news at

the time.
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M: I'lve noticed that be served on different commissions and
50 on. Heswas probably away from the classroom. Do you
remember that, how he covered his cglasses?
G: Not in the yvears that I was takinag courses from him, noc.
The time at which I would have taken history courses at
Northern would have been the summer of 1926 throuch the
spring of 1929, and then the fall of 1930. By the way, there
was an author's or a poetry commission that was set up. It
may have been an independent organization. He was the announced
head of it. Some sort of a literary organization.
M: Now this would have been in what year?
G: This would have been in the early thirties.
M: After you left Northern, did vou ever have any contact
with Mr. Chase?
G: Frequently at teacher's conventions; as he usually attended
teacher's Conventions. I can recall his presentation at ane
convention. That was in the 1920s. I was probably stiil a
student at the time. It was a discussion of ths causes of
world war I. Véry didactic and guite counter ko Harry Elmer
Barnes, the exponent of " Let's be kind to Germans. They aren't
50 bad." Buf;minﬁinq Germany's quite squarely for the war on
the basls of quite a 1ngicai treatment of the causes of the
war as they wera Known at the time.
M: This was Chase's position.
G: Yes. He gave it in a lot of detsil.
M:  What type of a public speaker or lecturer was he?
G: That was a chain of Syllogisms. They would break down

if you could punture & link. But his chain was nuite logically



reasoned out.,

M: Was this true of the lecture he presented on the cause

of the war, er was it true of 211 of his lectures?

G: In the classroom he was not allowed to use the lecture
style. The recitation method was forced upon him, Therefore,
most of his teaching was done by the left hand during the
recitation. At that time the president, John Munson, dictated
the nature of the classroom presentation. #He insisted that the
recitation method be used in the classroom because they were
teaching teachers.

M:  Can you give us anﬂdetaiis of your iﬁprEEEions of Munson?

G: A very large man physlcally. He was also a very hard

man to see. ' You had te have a very good esxplanation of why

you chose to see him, to be able to be admitted to the presence.
He rode a stiff hand governing the faculty. Since T was the
reader on hand, T saw him dress down Lew Allen Chase unmercifully
because the text books were not selling well from the book
store. His method of teaching did hot require a text book and

a new higher priced book, American Civilization, was not

selling well. The blame, of course fell on Chase.

M: Do you remember any of the details of this confrontationz
G: That's the sum and substance of it.

Mi What was Chase using in place of 1£% Why weren't the
books selling?

G: The outlines that required outside reading reports: The
students were spending tﬁe time on the outside reading and

not preparing the textbook,

M: Was this outline something that Chase had produced?

"
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G: 'Yes,

M; Do ynﬁ know 1f ‘any coples of it exist?

G: T don't know. I had one for years, and I fear 'that it

has gone the way ef the wind.

M: Do you remeémber any other other interactions between

Chage and Munson?

G: That's the only one that I withessed,

M: Do you remember Chase's interacticn with other faculty
members?

G: ©Only formally. That's all T saw. He was a skilled classical
pianist. When I arrived on the campus In 1925, he was stlll
playing the accompaniments for the vocal teacher that was engaged
at Northern. I think that vocal keacher stayed on until Ehe
following schogl year, in 1927. I can recall her successor
better.

M: Do you remember her name?

Gz Na,

M: Was this something that Chase did as a part of his reqular
teaching or was 1t over and above his teaching?

G Over and abiove.

M: Did he ever put on public recitals?

G: .Not when I was there.

M: Was he involved in organizations te bring choral groups or
various music droups ko campus?

G: Only through recommendations to the group that chose khe (Husical
organizations engaged for the Lyceum series, or something

of tnat sort,

M: How did these groups come to campus?

G: Members of the university would prabably influence their
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cholise. This is only a probable. I don't know the background.
I wasn't behind the scenes watching the strings being pulled.

I'11l give you ‘a story regarding Chase's experien&a on the matter.
i

_—

wElter'ﬁgmgraéhawas then the head of a New York symphony,
which Y think was the New York Philharmonic, that was engaaging
in early radio broadcasts, and teaching music appreciation
to the public. One of the broadcasts was to be on Wagner, and
we were invited to an evening of Wagner en the-radiocat
Chase's house. Only two student went, myself and a fellow
P.K. (preacherts kid), the same fraternity as myself and the
only one T could talk into accompanying me. Demerash was very
careful to outline the themes that each part of the orchestra
would use to introduce each character in the work. Everything
was explained ln detall before each of the moyemepts. I was
feeling on top of the world. T thought I was understanding
what was agoing on. Chase completely -undercut me by pointing
out how little I had & background for.

Wity stedeal®
M: Did Chase have these get togethersjoften, or was this
just & one shot thing?
G: Other students had gone, particularly strong history
students., My predecessor was 8 state reader, his predecessor
was a state reader. They were amongst those that were invited
over to his house.
M: Do you remember the names of your predecessors?
G: George Nelson, who later became vice president of Central
State. 1 carlt recall the name of the man that read the year

before me. Me bacame the principal of the Jackson High .School.



/3

‘M: Is that downstate Michigan?

g: Yes.

M: How did you get the job as a reader for Chase?

G: Mainly through this student that recommended me, plus

the fact that my recerd in class had been very good.

M: Did he give you an interview?

Gz Yes.

M: Did he have any rules that he outlined before he took the
position as to what you'd have to do?

G: No.

M: It was pretty much understcod then, in terms of the Elme
you'd have to spend, stc. You sald you bPelonged to a fraternity
while you were on campus. What one was thatg?

G: The Alpha Delta. We had our own house. We had prchased the
home of a woman who had become divorced and had kept her
married name and used it in combination with her maiden name.
She was connected wikth the Mining Journal. I can't remember
her name. I think the building is no longer standing.

M: Do you remember what street it was on?

G: Third street. It was right opposite the Chubb Store,

M:z. What store s that]

G:| That was a large grocery.

M; 1If you could characterize Lew Allen Chase in one sentence,
in terms of your association with him, could you sum it up

in one sentence?

Stop in tape.

M: Do you have any flnal additions?
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G: None that I can think of.
Stop in tape.
M: Could you describe fraternity 1ife at this time in Marguette
in the Alpha Delta fraternity?
G: We bought a used house on Third Street. We painted the
furniture, probably ruiped it. Put on gobs of paint. Worked
hard on our ritual, and fipally I eclalm to have rewrltten the
ritual.
Stop in Eape.
M: You were saying that you weuld read down the ritual for
the fratarnicy.
G: It had origlnally been done by ‘& member of the faculty
who was a fraternity advisor. He was the head of the English
department and another strong member of the faculty that I
failed to mention before. He's probably known well.
End of tape- 1.
G: ...the Upper Feninsula.
M: Did he publish these?
G: Yes, these were published.
M: Do you have any other details on fraternity 1ife?
G: Yes, & good many. The top of the house was used for sleeping
quarters, the third floor. The second floor were studylng
rooms and the first floor for the general fraternity organization
gatherings. We had a large portion of music students in
our fraternity. A high proportion of the band and the glee
cluk were likely to be members of the fraternity. Other
fraternities had similar labels. The athletes principally
were in the Tri Mu fraternity, and the Theta fraternity were

said to be khe scholars. So, we had a desperate attempt to
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keep a high level of scholarship for our fraternity. As
close to the Theta mark as possible. That was conspicuous
during the years that I was on campus.

M: Was fraternity life as wild and hectic as it is sometimes
portrayed in the 1920s7

G: Probably rather conservative. Certainly our attitude
toward enforcing rules that we'd passed was rather vigorous,
and the punishments meted out to fraternity brothers were
rather surprising; probably a little unreasonable. 1

M: Can you describe some of them?

G: T recall one that consisted of bringing the culprit down
in a ;athrnhe and putting him in a cold tub of water, timing
his stay in there, followed by a paddling session.

M: What did he do to merit this?

G: 1I've forgotten. T think it was a huge noise at night,
plus vialatinglthe reasonable hours for returning from dates
and so forth. We were rather vigorous in our attitude at
the time. |

M: How were these rules developed?

G: In fraternal discussions at open meetings.

M: They would be organised and then the body would vote?

G: Right.

M: Were thesa changed every year?

G: Primarily & process of growth that resulted in a non-
enforcement of rules that had been vigorously “bean enforced
previously.

M: What were some of the activities and entertainments that

you couldé pursue in Marquette 2t this time 4s a student?
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G: One was a Friday evenlng dance in the gymnasium. The
various organisations were expected to apply to the Dean of
Women for permission tEc sponsor one of these soclial evenings
in the gymnasium, We would have other entertainments along
with it. There would be songs and other items that would be
included.
M: You indicated that this was not a voluntary thing. ¥You
were encouraged Eo...
G; We were encouraged, We weren't forced to. All of them had

to be under the control of the Dean of Women.

=
T

Did these organisations and fraternities make money on
these dances?

G: That was the hope.

M: Were they successful?

‘G: Ususlly.

M: Do you remember any of the rules and regulations created

by the university 1ltself?

G: Partlcular nhes;y;ré:nat smoking on the campus, which was
| STt ¢ 5 |
regarded as\seAsaerat , the tradition that one must not. step
Ao SELT

on the shield of the state of Michigan, which was set into

the pavement before Kaye Hall.

M: Was thls Inside or outside?

G: ©Outside. You must not step upon the seal as you entered the
building. It was the type of thing that sophmores would
enforce upon freshmen.

M: How wasa this enforced?

G: Paddles.

M: This was enforced throughout the year?

G: Mostly 1n the initiation period in the Fall.
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M: Can you recall some of the initiaktion practices by

your own fraternlity or other groups? .

Gy I can reczll for example one of our students obtairiing

the lcan of é_chambef pot. Ttve fnr&otten what the ritual

was, but the students were sent forth to borrow a chamber

pot ‘and one actually came back with one. One of the Pudgles
actually returned with one guite successfully. Then these
were returned by pudglies bearing the chamber pot upon a rope,
between them.

M: Was Ehere any sort of phisical hazing that went on?

G: ®he paddling.

M: Were there any other rules and regulastions that you recall?
You menticned that vou couldn't walk on the state seal.

52 That's the only one that T recall. We were a 1ittle
desperate for traditions at the time. We were inventing

them as we went along.

M: Is that Ehe way kthe stupdents viewed the sliustion?

Gt Right.

M: What was the male female proportion on campus at this time?
G: Two thirds women and one third men.

M: How did you get around Marauette as a student?

G: There were still streetcars at the time.-‘Tfii_

trolley, which not aonly ran down town, but HGﬂH make trips

as far as the island. Probably the igland trips acc&rredqgﬁce
every hour. °

M3 So you didn't have a problem with transportation.
G: The students walked & good deal,

M: Did anybody own an: automobile?

G: Oh, yes, there were automobiles that were privately owned

e g UL P ™ a ' ¥y L
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M: How about travel? Were vou livina in Houghton at this
time or had you moved permanently to Marquette?

G: T was living in Hancock, that is, my family was. I would
travel by tralip between the two centers.,

M: What was the service like?

G: Three times a day.

‘M: Would you comment on the history professor who came about
the time vou were there, Harry Ebersole.

G: Harry Ebersole came to Northerp, I believe in the fall

of 1926, juskt as I began my experience a3t Northern. He

was assigned the European history courses, because, although
his experience and teaining had been in American history; LE;
Allen Chase was kthe man for that area, [So, Ebersole had to
make shift with teachlng from the book, As it were, 'The
sécond year that I was taking history courses, (1927-+28) 1
had a year of history from Ebersole, or at least a term, and
he was teaching entirely textbook. Hetd make his questions
entirely from an open book. Many would be simple and many ﬁ“': ‘51‘&;41;'
would mock hls teaching st¥le by saying, "™ When did the war
of 1812 begin, (wtj.a; M The student would reply, " 1812."
" Is that right Mr. Good, and have you anything to add, Mr.
Johneon?" These were three sharp students that were con-
spicuous in the class, and this tale was told about him, and
typifies the type of thing Harry Ebersole was1furcéd ko do.
M: Diéd he ever get around to teaching American history?

G: T think so, but not when I was there.

M: How did he compare with Chase as a teacher?

G: Worlds of difference. He was a textbook teacher, because



of that difficulty, while Chase knew his way around thoroughly.

Ehersale could be fooled quite readily. He had jumped &

chapters at one time, He had assigned a chapter & day and

had failed to complete the recitation on these. He had

fallen so far behind that we were six chapeers behind time.

So, suddenly he announced he was going to begin the questioning
2

on thisﬁ%éEEEEE}thapter, that d??1 I had not prepared that

chapter that day. I had only looked akt the first page and

knew vaguely what it was about. I drew upon my Canadien

history and my experience in the Capadian schools, and English

history taudht there. I followed the item back. It was a

generalized item that would be & key point in English history.

Followed it back through years and years of experience to the

time of William the Conqueror. Poor Harry stood leafing the

textbook back anﬁrforth the whole chapter, trying to find

the material I was talking asbout. I wasn't there, of course.

I did that with a malice of forethought, hoping-that I would

not be called upon again that day. It worked beautifully,

I was not called upon and therefore I had an A recitation

that day.

M: Could you explain what & term was?

Gt Thres terms per year and it made one scholastic year.

the semester system was not in usetthEn.

M: How long was a term?

G: Three months. We'd start in September and the second kerm

was likely to begin in the winter, in January.

M: How lona was your Christmas holiday?

G: A week and a half, perhaps.



M: But you didn't have a semester break.

G: MNo.

M: How late cdid you run in the spring?

G: ‘Sometime In June.

M: How many credits were given for a course? Chasds history
course for example.

G: Most of them were four hpur credlt courses. THey met
four times & week, or four recitations & week,

M: ‘When did the graduation ceremony take place?

G: Would have been in Juné.

M: There was just one formal graduatlion a year. How did vou
get your degree?

G: At the office window.

M: You didn't have to come back the following June to be in the
ceremony. 1t was just handed to you.

G: yea,

Stop in tape.

G: Therefore, those that would not be participating in the
ceremeny, would probably leave Marguette.

M: But students who were supposed to geaduate had to be there.
G: That was the usual rule,

M: Did the president have a lot tﬁﬁwtitthe rules of a
non-academic nature?

G: I had the impression that a good many were due to his
influence, and to other members of the faculty who were
perhaps influenced by him,

M: Do you recell anything concerning Presidant Munson's

personality? Was he friendly.
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G: It wasn't easy to get acquainted with nim; but one could
find him quite human. I recall being sssigned a toplc at the
fraternity dinner dance. The toast master had thought up a
series of things, and my particular topic was'hﬂthinﬁl I
dicussed in some detall President Munson's office being
invaded by President Earnest Brown of the fraternity, who
was asking John Munson for his oppinion of so-and-so as &
date for the dinner dance. I.had'bnrrﬂwed'a palr of horn
rimmed'glassaﬁ for the eceasion. 1 slipped Lt off my.&rﬂw
and folded 1t up and shook 1t in the Munson fazhion, and sald;
" Begarding that young lady, I know nothipg™
M: Were these dinners common? They were just annusl affairs?
G: It was up to the corganization.
M: Where were these held?
G: Thls was at a restaurant in town.
M: Do ‘you reecall which one? ‘
G: ©€ne probably non-existant now. It was immedistely opposite
corner wise from Kaye Hall aceoss the campus, close to the location
where the church with the independent bell tower now stangs.
I dontt know the name of the church.
Stcp in tepe.
G: That was the reasan for including him, becatuse of the
glasses. This was a particular habik of his, to remove the
glasses and shake them while he talked. Shaking was included.
So obviously the opportunity was wide open to 1ift his glasses,
look at the program, and say, " I thought so, good for rothing.”
This was hig reply.
M: He actuslly replied Lo your... Was he amused by it2
G: He was scheduled to speak immgdiately after me. That was
the reaszson T lnﬁludEd.hcth hiim and Ehe president of the



fraternity on that item.

M: Bid he usually attend functions like thls?

G: It was the usual practice for him to be invited,

M; -Are there any other faculty members that you would like
te comment on? ' -

G: I've cemmented on the head of Ehe geography department,
the head of tha economlc-sociology courses, which was an
independent department at that time, and the very fipe bioloay
man, Pr. Lowe. I should refer to a man who was teaching
mathematicsm Charles Spooner. He ¢id a superb job. Hls name
is on one of the buildings there. He taught me algebra. It
was the first time I understood what algebra was about, anpd'
clearly followed the explainations and could understand and
work out the problems concerned with it. That wasn't true of
other mathematicians on the campus. His explainations were
clear as crystal.

M: Were there any others?

G: I was trying to think of the name of the head of Ehe
training school, who also functioned as the teacher's plage-
ment man. He had beeé the superintendant of schools at Lake
Linden, before he went to Northern. He was a tall, very erect
man. Reminds one of Ehe Eype of eharacter that televisian
seems to like these days, white mustache, white hair, very
stalwart. .

M: Pid you frain under him?

G: Yes, more specifically under Don Bottum, who was then khe
principal of the high school; the training high school that

was in existence on the campus at that time,



M: What was the training like under Bottum?

G: We had to produce our lesson plans for each days work ,
submitted to Bottum for approval before the lesson was Eaught.
The entire charge of the class was turned over to the student
if they were doing the type of work Bottum approved of. I
guite enjoyed my work in the training school.

M: Was Ehase ever involved in the training school?

G: No.

M: Do you remember what courses he actually taught? He seemed
to be very interested 1n the Civil War.

G: Yes. That's the course he would teach at the University

=
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of Michigan, whern he was substituting for Ulrich Folkes) the
university for the slave period. Ulrich Phiiipﬁlwrate books
on slavery and was conspicuous in literature of the period.
M: So Chase would ge down tec Michigan. How did he do that?
With a leave of absence?

G:  VYes.

M: Did he leave while you were there?

G: Yes.

M: VYou didn't have & cless with him at the time, Whe would
cover for him? Do you know how that worked out?

G: I think they hlred a third man in the department at the
time. I think they hired Blackburn, the father of George
Blackburn, that I've known. in lower Michigan at a later date,
who tauaht at Central and at Alma, and other places perhaps
in Southern Michigan,

M: Do you know how Chase got this posltion at U, of M.7



G: He had contacts with the University of Michigan. He

Had done his own undergraduate and masters work at the U. of M.
M: Pid he ever do any kind of graduate work other than his
masters deq}ee?-

.G: Not as far as I know.

M: Did he teach at U.of M. often, or was this a2 one time
actlivity?

G: It was more than orce.

M: And he would teach there as a visiting faculty member. Did
he go for a year, or just a semester?

G: Might be & semester.

Stop ln tape.

G: ...t the University of Michigan at the time 1 knew of

his absence, Tt would have been In the lete twenties.

M: Did this fellow Blackburn remain at Morthern, or was he
just a temporary replacement?

G: He remalned several vears and then went into the Episcapal
ministry.

M: Did Chase ever express his political viewpoint on the
world events that were taking place at that time?

G: Not contenticus issues; I don't think.

M: Did he ever make any comments on the presidents, on
Coolige or Hoover. There was an election that took place.

Pid he ever make his ocppinions known?

G: Neot encugh se that T could label it.

M: Would he comment on it in glass,

G Yern,

M: But he wolldn't get into a heated political discussion.

G: No.



bl

M: T think he was a republicen.

G: That would be ‘quike possible,

M: Changing the subject, do you remember anything about the

1926 Labor day where there was a Ku Klux Klan parade in Marquetkte?
~ bid people talk about it?

G: It didn't reach the student ears.

M: Had you ever heard about 1t?

G: No,

Stop in tape.

G: Campus pnlifiES'f:ﬂm the fraternity aspect. 1 was quite

in touch with most eorganlzatlons that were cross-campus units,

M: What in partlicular were you invalved 1in?

G: Any pl%hning that was done for football gamés, for returning,
'far;3wreéflang attempts bto entertain the returning alumni, and
so forth. | '

M: What were you the head of?

G: I was likely to be planked in any king of crganization.

I liked to be named as one of the peaople thaf sat there and

gave items, gave ideas. I happened to be just that closs to

the throne amt no farther. T was very active.

M: Dig thils affect your school work?

G: Not particularly, I was able to manage my time correctly.
ﬁtép in tape.

M: Po you want to make some comments?

G: Little ones. My brother in law was a member of the

church that would be high pressured ints Joining khe Ku Klux Klan
at that time. The Ku Klux Klan in the U.P. was 1ikaly to
revolve arcund the Metho#ist Church. He was & member of the

Mathodist Church, He had his megay, it was conceaded; but I
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the Ku Klux Klan, That is the appeararnce of a firey cross

en Quincey Hill in 1927 or possibly a year later., It was the
year when the county fair was held at the old Dee Stadium. The
old Dee Stadium burned down about & week later. The firey
cross was bimed to be . displayed at the time the crouwd came ocuk
of the fire, Everybody could see Lt for miles around.

M: Do vou recall the direction of the Klan's activity? Was i¥
against Catholics, or foréigners. In Marquette I know,

some of it was against drinking, which was illegal at the time,
but was stiil going on,

G: Anti-forelagn, probably, and especially antl- Jewish, were
the references that I heard in the copper country. That's

all I knows.

Stop in tape.

M: Would you like to make some comments on Chase's cantactnwith
the Historical Soclety? '

G: Chase was corresponding secretary of the Marquette Cournty
Historical Society, at the time I entered the Marquette campus.
He continued that ko at least 1930 and probably beyond that
time. We tried to organize a group of students that would be
active in local history, mainly sparked by Chase's numerous
references to local histoical events. We finally called

a sesslon at the Peter White Library. Chase} asttended. I

read the only paper presented that evening, which was on the
nydroelectric power:plant .at the Victoria mine. 1t was one

of about five hydroelectric plants installed in North America,
At Ehe time, I was able to get in contact with J. E. Joplin,
who retired as chief englineer for the C.C.I., from about the

end of the 1920s. He lived afterwards in Marguette.
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I was able to get his own personal story in connection with
the Victoria water power plant, as part of the tale. His own
tale was.that he was amongst a group of engineers sent by the
C.C.I. to check the plant out tc see if that was the typs that
should be adapted by the C.C.Is for their future use of
water power. The decision was adverse, mainly because of the
low oxygen content of the compressed air that would be released
in thHe stope heads, to clear the alr before the miners went
in. They needed a lot of oxygen in the air, and the low oxygen
content was coming from thesgse compressors,
M: Did this student organlzation have a name?
G: It really waen't organized. The powers that be, both
high faculty and low, stepped on it, one micht say.
M: In what way?
G: We couldn't find a sponsor. Chase was not willing to
serve as a faculty sponsor for it.
M: Pid he give any reason?
G: I don't recall any.

: How many students were involved in this experiment?
G: Perhaps 10.
M: You were one of these. You went as far as having & meeting
and presenting a paper, and then the thing just fizzled out?
G: Right.

: Did the students evzrltalk about reviving it at any point?
G: No, from our standpoint, it came under the same heading
as the attempt to get Berman introduced as a classroom language,

It had been taught before the was, then dropped in a patriotic
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spurge during the war. Lautner was the victim of that particular
event. He became therefore, the head of economics and

sociology.

Stop in Eape.

M: If you don't mind aiving us scuttlebut from J.E. Joplin,
we'll add ko ik,

G -Smithﬂiuﬁnr air compressor was the type of thing installed

at Vigtoria. Tavlor was present in person to install the
equipment at Victoria. Dug a deep pit underneith for containing
air., MWas a little dublious, had never worked with the type

of strata and sandstone that they were working with, so they
were = little afraid that it wouldn't hold the air. WAccording
to the local yard, T was told at this timé, he promised a wagon
load of whisky to the workers, in case it were a success, when
they completed the job. They turned the water in, and 1t

worked. The wagonlecad of whisky was delivered and there

wasn't ;ny work done in the camp for several days.

M: This Victoriz opperation was in Ontonagon County.

G: Yes.

M: So, it!s Victoria, the restored town that's out there now.

G: Right.
Stop in tape. cﬂrres{m'cl'wq
Gt ...becafise I £ind his name asYsecreta¥y of the Keweenaw

County Historical Society.



