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Frank Valente discusses how he came to America and how his life 
was lead afterward. 

Subject 

Discussing his grandfather 

His grandfather working for the railroad - story about the 
paymaster 

His grandfather refusing foreman job in America 

His grandfather going back to Italy to start a farm 

Discussing his mother and father 

When Frank came to America to stay with his uncle 

How he felt his first few years in America 

Talking about depression time 

Having a garden in the backyard 

Discussing when WWII started and working for Cleveland 
Cliff 

Going to Chicago to learn the pizza trade, opening 
a pizza shop in Ishpeming 

Going into the train contracting business 

Discussing his children and grandchildren 

Discussing his life in America as opposed as to what it could 
have been like in Italy. 

His involvement in politics 

Discussing his friend Jacobetti 

Discussing the different societies he belonged to 
Being chair of one of them 

Discussing being expelled from the lodge if you didn ' t 
ask permission to speak . 
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Subject 

Discussing the picnics they had 

Comparing celebrating the saints day in Italy to how they 
celebrate them in Ishpeming 

Discussing the lodge along time ago 
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Discussing why the young people aren't keeping up with tradition 

When the Italian stores started closing and why 

What he had in his Italian store 

What Italian stores, bars, and shops are left in the town 

Discussing all stores in the old days 

Discussing prejudism against Italians in the old days 

Discussing the attitudes of people then and now - helping each other 

Talking about how the Italians all lived in the same vicinity 

Taking the village from the old country and having the same 
people in the town in the U.S. 



Frank Valente remembered 
Continued from Page lAb/-8'-8[{ you'd never get anywhere unless you 

worked hard," she said. "Every time 
people haa to say, (but) once he we'd get discouraged he'd say 'You 
made his mind up on something, it can only do your best."' ' 
was tough to change." Valente was a member of the Six 

Is~peming Cit)'. Mana~er Helen St. County Consortium Board, the 
Aubm, a long-time fnend of the Ishpeming Cemetery Board, the 
Valente family, said Valente's death Economic Development Corporation 
was "not only a loss for the city, but a and the Board of Directors of the 
loss for the county as well." Salvation Army. 

"After coming to the United States, He.,as also a member of St. John's 
Valente embarked on a varied Catholic Church in Ishpeming, 
career in business. Knights of Columbus, St. Rocco and 

He began work in the local iron ore St. Anthony Society, St. Jude Society, 
mines, and then opened his own Sons of Italy and the Paisano Club, 
grocery store. He later opened a Ishpeming Elles Lodge, Lions Club, 
restaurant, The :'.llapoli, on Main Kiwanis Club and the Ishpeming Ski 
Street in Ishpeming. Hall of Fame. . 

He ,&losed the restaurant in the Survivors include his wife, Laver-
19505, and established a large furni- ne; a son, Joseph of Ishpeming; five 
ture store here, which burned down daughters, Mrs. Knut (Rose Marie) 
around 1960, his daughter said. Strom, Mrs. Allen (Clara) Kutchie, 

"From there," she said, "he went Mrs. Eugene (Mary) Tasson and 
to Neguanee where Tino's Bar is, and Mrs. William (Frances) Ayotte all 
he had a bar and pizza place there of Ishpeming, and Evelyn Heikkila of 
called Frank's." Gwinn; a step-daughter, Judy Ann 

Another stint as a bar owner in Williams of Ishpeming; a brother. 
Negaunee followed before his retire- Anthony of Chicago; 19 grandchil
ment, Valente-Heikkila said. dren; two great-grandchildren; and 

He was first elected to the Ishpem- several nieces and nephews. His first 
ing City Council in 1955, and except wife, the former Cecelia Sarvello, 
for a five-year absence from 1958 to died in 1986. 
1963, he served until 1982. He was A Mass of Christian burial will be 
mayor of the city in 1970, 71 and 81. at 11 a.m. Tuesday at St. John's 
He became a county commissioner Catholic Church with Monsignor 
in 1982, but also served on that board David Spelgatti officiating. Burial 
as a city representative for a number will be in the Ishpeming Cemetery. 
of years, prior to re-districting, in the Pallbearers will be grandsons . 
1950s, 60s and 70s. Friends can call at the Bjork and 

Valente-Heikkila said her father's Zhulkie Funeral Home from 3 this 
community activism played a large afternoon to 9 tonight, where a Sons 
role in her decision to enter the of Italy memorial service is set for 
political arena. 6:30 p.m., an Elles service for 7:30 

"He always used to tell us that p.m. and a parish rosary at 8:30 p.m. 


