










































(Above) a copy of 
Dr. Ellsworth 
Barnard’s letter to 
the editor 

regarding Vietnam. 
(Right) Northern 
News editorial 
about the C.about the C.V.V. 
rally in support of 

the war.

demonstration in support 
of the vietnam war, 1965







NMU hNMU had its fair share of anti-war protests on campus during the 1960s 
and 1970s. It was announced in February of 1969 that NMU would begin 
a ROTC program in the coming Fall semester. Ļis angered some students 
and on February 18 an anti-ROTC protest was held. Ļe issue was the fact 
that academic credit was being awarded to ROTC participants. Ļe anger 
towards ROTC continued into March, the editorial in the March 5th issue 
of Northern News questions if ROTC should be giving academic credits 
sasaying, “If the individual ŀnds ROTC appealing, well and good. It has as 
much of a right to exist on our campus as fraternities, sororities, and other 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR organizations. And that’s just the point.” A 
letter to the Northern News in the March 14th issue defends the protest 
and suggests, “either the University should eliminate ROTC as an 
accredited activity or ROTC should change to merit accreditation.”

In the fall of 1969 NMU students held anti-war protests. Ļe protests were 
held by the National Vietnam Moratorium Committee. It was reported in 
the November 8th issue of the Mining Journal that anti-war protesters had 
a week of events planned. Protesters went door-to-door handing out 
informational pamphlets on the war, candlelight marches, and showed 
ŀlms throughout the week of Veterans Day. Ļe demonstrations were part 
of a national movement held that Fall. 

Image courtesy of the Central U.P. and NMU Archives.
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