



































Holing Up: Shackers in the
Upper Peninsula

By Dr. Troy Henderson

Throughout much of the twentieth century the Upper Peninsula
provided an environment that facilitated the rise of an isolated peaple
known as “shackers.” Shackers thrived in an environment that
offered abundant wildlife resources and ample land with forest
products that could be worked on a small scale. The Upper
Peninsula cutover provided a backdrop where shackers could “hole
up”and subsist primarily off the land. Typically, shackers worked the
cutover for forest products that large-scale logging operations left
behind, such as pulpwood, railroad ties, or fenceposts. In

cases, particularly during the Great Depression, shackers squatted
and subsisted in the UP without a specific occupation. Some
shackers used the cutover as an opportunity to reject a modern
- American lifestyle and seek a simple existence reminiscent of a %
hack to nature’ tradition that stemmed from Henry David Thoreau.

L
 The origins and usage of the term “shacker” are @s obscure as the

~ shackers themselves. Most of the definitions and usage of the term

“shack” or “shacker” have negative connotations, and they suggest =
hiding, s%atﬁng, or exploiting resources they do not own. Parallels
can alseibe drawn from the nineteenth centuryMaine cutover, where
the “Shacker Boys” of Wesley rebelled against the ep[orcement of
-game laws. In the llpper Peninsula, characteristics that define
shackers generally include: geographic and social isolation: primitive
dwellings such as tarpaper shacks or abandoned lumber camps:
cutover logging: and hunting, fishing, or trapping for subsistence
W, and/or profit j
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