






































































Ever since U.P. statehood became an issue, one 
the biggest cons against was the economic 

viability of it being its own state. Where before 
the Great Depression, the Upper Peninsula’s 
population and economic security was on par 
with several states in the Union, today it is far 
behind in both categories. Where it would rank 
42 in geographic size, it would be 51st in 42 in geographic size, it would be 51st in 

population (270,000 people less than number 50 
– Wyoming). It would also have the highest 
unemployment rate in the nation (6.3%). 

Where it is possible that the U.P. could manage 
with a much smaller government than most 
states, such a change would have a drastic 

impact on the economy and employment in the 
region. The 15 counties of the Upper Peninsula 
receive far more aid per person than the rest 
of the State of Michigan. The charts on this 
wall will give some idea of the disparity in wall will give some idea of the disparity in 
comparison with the rest of the State 
concerning employment, college 
appropriations and services.

In conclusion, though there are many 
geographic, cultural and emotional reasons 
why people would like the U.P. to be its own 
state, the impact this would have on the 
economic life to the region could be 

devastating. 

The Bottom Line
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